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September 1st, 2019 
James, A Servant of God and of our Lord Jesus Christ 

James 1:1 
 

BIBLE IN A YEAR READING PLAN 
Aug 25 Jeremiah 46-48  Aug 29 Lam. 3:37-5:23 
Aug 26 Jeremiah 49-50  Aug 30 Ezekiel 1-4 
Aug 27 Jeremiah 51-52  Aug 31 Ezekiel 5-8 
Aug 28 Lam. 1:1-3:36  Sept 1 Ezekiel 9-12 
  
Lesson Introduction: This week is the beginning of our 
study of the Book of James! As we go, we will see that 
this letter to the churches is chalked full of practical 
wisdom for everyday Christian living. Our hope as we 
study this book is that we would not simply hear it and 
retain it as a textbook, but that we would be exhorted to 
do what it says (James 1:22). In our lesson this week, we 
will spend time looking at the first couple sentences of 
this letter. What we will see is how God transformed 
James from a skeptic to a servant and used him to carry 
His Word to the Church.   
 
FOUNDATIONAL TRUTHS OF THE PASSAGE:  
 

• Jesus transforms us from skeptics to servants (Mark 
3:21, John 7:3-5) 
 

• God’s Word is a gift to the Church, that we may be 
equipped for every good work (2 Timothy 3:16-17) 

 
James 1:1 (ESV) 
 
James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
 
To the twelve tribes in the Dispersion: 
 
Greetings. 
 
Discussion Section 1: James the Skeptic 
 
-Who is James? 
 
-What do we know about Jesus’ family during His 
ministry on earth? 
 
Note: As we consider this letter, it is important for us to 
begin by thinking about who it is that is writing it. James 
was the son of Joseph and Mary, which would make him 
the brother of Jesus (Matthew 13:55, Mark 6:3, 
Galatians 1:19). Can you imagine growing up with 
someone who claimed to be the Messiah? There is no 

one on earth who would believe that their brother is the 
Son of God, and James was no different. We see in the 
Scriptures that during Jesus’ ministry on earth, James 
and the rest of Jesus’ brothers did not believe Him to be 
the Messiah. Indeed, they thought He was out of His 
mind (Mark 3:21, John 7:3-5)!  
 
We often make out certain Bible characters as heroes, 
but here at the beginning of this book, we are reminded 
that every one of the Biblical writers were just human 
beings, who had struggles just like us. Some of us are 
skeptical of religion or the Bible. Some of us have serious 
doubts. As we begin our study of James, it is good to be 
reminded that God loves to take highly unlikely people 
and use them for His incredible purposes.  
 
So how did James make the transition from rejecting His 
brother Jesus, to calling himself His servant? We’ll 
examine that in our next section. 
 
Discussion Section 2: James the Servant 
 
-How did James go from skeptic to servant? 
 
-What does it tell us about James that he chose to 
identify Himself as a servant, rather than the brother of 
Jesus? 
 
-What does it mean to be a servant of Christ? 
 
Note: We see in the opening of this letter that the skeptic 
discussed above is now identifying himself as a servant of 
Jesus! How on earth do you go from calling your brother 
crazy and not believing the claims that He was making, 
to suddenly not even making mention of the fact that 
He’s your brother, and rather calling yourself His 
servant? To answer that question, we need only to look 
to the resurrection.  
 
If you had been told time and time again that your 
brother was the Messiah, the only way you might believe 
it would be If He died and then came back to life. And 
that’s exactly what happened! 1 Corinthians 15:7 tells us 
that after Jesus’ resurrection He appeared to James. We 
see here a glimpse of the power of the resurrection, as 
well as further proof that Jesus did indeed rise again! 
Knowing that Jesus died for you, and then came back to 
life, should be a reality that totally transforms your life, 
and it did for James. James’ only response to the 
resurrection was to humbly bow before His Lord in 
service for the rest of His life. He was not interested in 
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making it known that Jesus was His brother, just that He 
was Jesus’ servant. This is the power of the resurrection.  
 
Christian servanthood is what the book of James is all 
about. Because Jesus lives, and lives in us, we have been 
transformed from self-absorbed brats to loving servants 
of Christ. The only natural reaction to an encounter with 
the risen Lord is to live every day in service to Him, and 
with others in mind, just as He did. As we study this 
letter, we will see what it looks like to serve Jesus by 
serving others.  
 
Discussion Section 3: A Letter to Us 
 
-Who was this letter written to? 
 
-Why do we study these ancient letters written to 
churches 2000 years ago? 
 
Note: James addresses this letter to “To the twelve 
tribes in the Dispersion.” This is a reference to “Jewish 
Christians who have been dispersed as a result of 
persecution (Acts 11:19)” (Douglas J. Moo, The Pillar 
New Testament Commentary Series). Unlike many of 
Paul’s letters, this letter seems to be written to multiple 
churches with primarily Jewish congregations. It was 
meant to be an exhortation toward faithful Christian 
living, that would reflect glory of Christ in our fallen 
world.  
 
As we study this ancient text, we will discover that these 
words originally written to dispersed Jews apply well to 
Christians in 2019. God’s Word is a gift to us, that should 
be treasured. It is living and active (Hebrews 4:12), is 
able to make us wise unto salvation, and is effective to 
equip us for every good work (2 Timothy 3:14-17). Praise 
God for this incredible gift to the Church. May we look 
forward to studying this letter with eager expectation! 


